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BAROID FILTER PRESS
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(Various Types of High Temperature Furnace)
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Inwsdonaidod (Continuous type furnace)
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Site Specific Art: Sue Kneebone

Site specific artis a form of public art practice, but unlike public art commissions which are
often permanent and monumental homage to historical figures or events and located in
cities or urban locations, site specific art is usually temporary and undertaken in locations
where the artist can engage intimately with the physical and cultural narratives of the site. It
is as though the sculptural object has made the leap from its formalist modernist pedestal

and entered the very environment it was alienated from.

Site specific art stems from environmental art which had its beginnings in America where
artists such as Robert Smithson, Robert Morris, Nancy Holt and Michael Heizer worked on
large scale earth works in American desert regions. These large scale works were followed
by less interventionist art works in response to the growing movements of environmentalism
and feminism." Site specific works became temporal responses to nature and/or cultural
narratives often using materials directly related to or from the location. For example well
known British artist Andy Goldsworthy creates work with natural materials used directly
within selected sites and photographs his outcomes before they are consumed by the
entropy of nature. Often the only evidence left of these temporal works remain in photographic
documentations as found in Andy Goldworthy's popular 'coffee table' books titled simply

as 'stone’ or 'wood' etc reflecting his sole use of natural materials.

My interest in temporal site specific art works began with a major site specific public art
event called 'The Bridge: Construction in Process' held in Melbourne in 1998. Over 100
artists from overseas and Australia converged on Melbourne to create art works at outdoor
sites. Artists were free to roam and make temporary works in parks, rivers, wastelands and
the city. During The Bridge project | assisted the famous Thai artist Montien Boonma who
made a floating sculpture from woks, cooking utensils and religious icons found from within
the local multicultural suburb of Footscray. This interaction with the local materials and
cultural identity of the area to be included as a site work on the local river made me think
about my own responses to specific environments rather than making work in isolation

from the environment in the studio.

| started my foray into site specific art works because | wanted to step outside the traditional
gallery and studio space to engage directly with the Australian natural environment. My first
opportunity to work in this genre was my participation in the Mildura Palimpsest #4 in 2001, an
environmental art event held in regional Victoria. This not only provided new possibilities of
exploring work processes outside the studio space, but also allows for the inclusion and

encounter of a public audience outside the traditional zone of the gallery space.

' For a comprehensive overview of land and environmental art see Kastner, J. and
Wallis, B. (eds) Land and Environmental Art. Phaidon, NY, 1998.
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On a remote farm north of Mildura | created the work Terra Infirma which incorporated
unfired paper clay cast from moulds of horses and cows legs. These were positioned
'‘walking down' the hillside of an abandoned, eroded and empty dam on a large farm station.
This work stems largely from a consideration of the ecological imbalances resulting from
introduced species and in response to the ongoing legacy of the colonisation and
domestication of the Australian landscape. This work has been informed by the insidious
subtexts that lie behind the safe and traditional images of picturesque pastoral scenes.
Henry Reynolds conveys this in citing the writings of the early 19" century explorer Major

Thomas Mitchell.

"The explorer Thomas Mitchell wrote of the fate of small man-made waterholes in dry
stretches of bush which were like oases surrounded by lush green grass. "Cattle", he
wrote, 'find these places and come from stations often many miles distant attracted by the
rich verdure usually growing about them, and by thus treading the water into mud, or by

drinking it up, they literally destroy the whole country for the aborigines."”

Subsequent site specific events | have been involved in have been held on beaches, by
rivers, botanical gardens and in urban growth areas. All these projects have been organised
by galleries and curators, however with the advent of increasing public liability costs for
insurance and the fears of vandalism it has become increasingly difficult to participate in
such events. For example one work | created on a beach was souvenired by the public
attending a huge anniversary celebration of their city. My last temporal art work ended up
being digital montages fabricated on vandal proof street signs in an urban area where
rapid development had displaced the natural environment. This was verging on the idea of
permanent public art work and for the moment | have turned back to studio practice as the
increasing fears of public harm and vandalism make it's impact on the freedom to experiment

with outdoor works.

People have often assumed | would be interested in public art commissions or tenders, but
this way of working goes against my philosophy of working without leaving permanent
marks on the landscape. The idea of a 'product’ is an ambiguous term with site specific
works as "the physical boundaries and temporal beginning and end of the work are not
easily defined™. Sites as temporary encounters with their inbuilt narratives of history,
environment, people and place provide a rich backdrop for art making away from the

institutional confines of gallery spaces.

? Reynolds, Henry. The Other Side of the Frontier: Aboriginal Resistance to the European

Invasion of Australia. Pelican Books, 1981, p.157

® Badger, Wendy. Australian Environmental Art, essay (unpublished), 2002, QUT.
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Stampede shown at the Sustainable Living Festival

at the Federation Square in Melbourne 2004. With

this work | have tried to bring the message of
colonial impact on the land to the city.

It's a metaphor for the arrival of introduced species
(i.e. Europeans and farm animals).

Earthenware ceramic with cow horns
"Stampede" AALAAILUU  Sustainable Living
Festival, Federation Square, 2004 B9 n1895
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Terra Infirma, unfired paper clay, metal fence posts, abandoned
dam. 50m. long Tapio Station, Mungo Road, NSW, Australia, 2001.
The ghostly residue of Terra Infirma is a reminder of the legacy of
colonial pastorialism in an adverse yet delicate landscape.

"Terra Infirma" inasaas i Laz Flaus Annuanqdiuanulne s

&oWMT AMFANIAIBLIS Tapio Station, Mungo Road, NSW, Australia
2001

Ruminant Isles, 2003 Grass, cow horns, site at Townsville beach.
Group of five 'cows' reflecting Townsville founded as an inland cattle
port and the small islands offshore which have been denuded of
their natural vegetation due to over grazing by cattle.

"Ruminant Isles", 2003 mmmmnmjmmwﬁzﬁ“m{ Sauanad
Townsville Beach, Townsville aznauluifiudeanuidentnsunia
ﬁimmﬁmnﬂﬂﬁmﬁmmﬁﬂﬂ

-

Shooves, ceramics and cow horns. 2004. These are included in the
Stampede work.

"Shooves", 2004 Lﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂLL@ﬁL“ﬂ’]ﬁ/ﬁ]'{ s'ﬁ'\uﬂummma'quuﬁamﬂ
Stampede
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The Development of Celadon Glaze Soluition
from Coconut Husk Ash
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Abstract

The purposes of the study were to find the right proportion of coconut husk ash for a celadon glaze
solution and to study the physical characteristics of celadon glaze made from coconut husk ash. To formulate
a celadon glaze solution, a triaxial blend was used. The materials used to make the celadon glaze were
coconut husk ash, feldspar, and ball clay. The ingredients were blended for 30 minutes. Using the three
components, the researcher created 36 formulas of celadon glaze solution. Each formula of the glaze was
then coated on specimens made from biscuit-firing stoneware which had been fired at 800 degrees Celsius.
The thickness of the coating was 1-1.5 millimeters. The specimens were then fired at a temperature of 1,250
degrees Celsius with the reduction firing method. It was found that the most effective formula of celadon
glaze solution consisted of 50 percent coconut husk ash, 30 percent feldspar and 20 percent ball clay.

The independent variable was the celadon glaze solution, consisting of coconut husk ash, feldspar,
and ball clay. The dependent variables were crazing, gloss, the color of the glazed specimens, and sintering.
The results of the study indicated that:

1. A high proportion of feldspar (60 - 80 percent) affected the crazing of the glaze. Glaze that had
10 - 30 percent of feldspar crazed less.

2. A glossy glaze had a proportion of feldspar from 70 - 80 percent. Glaze with 10 percent of
feldspar was less glossy.

3. Green glaze had a high proportion of coconut husk ash (50 - 70 percent).

4. Sintering glaze had a high proportion of feldspar (50 - 60 percent) and 30 percent of coconut
husk ash. On the contrary, a proportion of 10 - 20 percent of feldspar and 20 percent of coconut husk ash

produced a less sintering and shinny glaze.

AEATY wuaday wasuAaina T s luauuvduailuauysos

Keywords: Glaze, Celadon Glaze, Ash, Reduction Firing
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